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From ore Woods, Decemb. 11. 


wr Wife and I were 
ki 


ng in this Thicket 

after Dinner, my two 
Grandfons, William and 
Thomas,came and told me 

all ina Sweat, that they had found 
hid inthe Ground a hoard of Mo- 
ney. The Boys had no fooner brought 
the News, but I daddied along as 
fait as they could run, leaving my 
Bride to <a Care of my Cloak and 
Sword. Coming to the Place,which 
was in a Bottom, I look’d and faw 
at the fide of the Moat thetop of a 
little DealBox ; removing the Earth 
where itiay, I took it up.and found 
in it feveral Letters, which had nor 
by the Date lain there above three 
Days. ‘The Contents of them inti- 
mate, thar ayoung Lover had left 
hem for his Miftrefs, who, 1 fup- 


ofe, was confin’d a Prifoner by her 
Mother, while he was at Liberty. 
One of the Epiftles runs thus. 


MADAM, 
Y cruel Farher has not fuffer’d 
» me out of his fight for Ten 
* Days beforethe Date of this Let- 
ter. Surely Matters will nor al- 
ways ftand thus between us. I had 
rather be difinherited of his whole 
Eftate than be abfént from you. It 
is a Death worfe to me than being 
invpail’d, to be kept from the Con- 
version of one that I 16 entirely 
love. About a Fortnight ago [ 
went to Doétors Commons to take 
out 2 Licence; the old Fool the 
Proétor ask'd me whar Age my. 
Bridé and! might make up be- 
tween us; I told him you was 
: * Thirteen and | Fifteen. However, 
* now I think L have jaid my Plot 
* with a little more Difcretion : For 
3E * our 
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* our Maid has promifed me for ten 
* Guineas to get the Prieft and Li- 
* cence ready by Sunday mext come 
* Sennight. lam, 


Your Dear and 
Ajjectionate Admirer, 


POSTSCRIPT, 
* Fail not to be at the Fleet. Prifon, 
* by hve a Clock in the Morning, 
* on the Day above mention’d,where 
- Solemuities are to be preform- 
ed. 


For Pity fake to the Young Cou- 
ple. and to find out the Refulr of the 
whole Intrigue, I laid all things in 
their proper Place as I found them, 
only the Seal of the Hand and Heart, 
that | could aot make goad. Going 
ogain two Days after co the fame 
Place, the Letters 1 read were taken 
away,and others put into their room, 
which I likewife breke open, the 
Contents of them being very re 
markable, particularly this that fol- 
lows : 


My Dear Life, 
. ] Wonder what Ghoft it is that 
** comes and lies in our little 
* Grave, where we intomb all our 
* Secrets, and awakes out of its dead 
Sleep purpofely to break our fimall 
Treafury open. ‘Times are like 
to be unhappy to Lovers when in- 
vifible Spirits come like Night- 
Robbers and fpell our all they fay 
to each other. For my Part Iam 
afraid totell you the great Joy I 
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* have conceived that our Nuptial 
* Ceremonies are fo nigh at band. 
Surely che Inchanter will got ap- 
pear with our Patents, at the Mo- 
ment when the. Prieft begins to tie 
the Conjugal Knot. I protefs,Child, 
I dread the Conf:quene. If | have 
any Icifure between tis and thar, 
il] @o to Dr. Trotser, and get him 
to lay this unlucky Gholt in the 
Red Sea. Leave no more Letters 
inthe Wood ; depend upon is, 1’! 
be at the Place and Hour 'appoin- 
* ted, tillthen I fhallever have you 
* in my Mind. Yours, Ge. 


E. D. 
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From my Country-Seat at Thiltleworth, 
December 1% 


WHEN I amalone, and my 
Thoughts retired ; to be d:- 
fturbed by Company, is like taking 
a Man our of a Bed of Rofcs, and 
cafting him on a heap of Nettles. 
For inthe midit of Contemplation 
the Soul is lode’d as it were in the 
Region of Happincfs, and refrefhing 
it felf at che fweet Springs of Plea- 
fare. I wasthis Morning walking 
in my Garden among the Flowers ; 
and juft as I had pick’d out one to 
my Fancy, and was about miking 
fome Remarks an the Curiofity | 
aw im it, mp Servanc iriform’d me, 
that a Lady was in the Court, and 
muft needs fpeak with me. Her Er- 
rand was to know, whetherI thought 
that Beauty and Wir in their Sex 
were really of that intrinfick Value, 
as by the eager and general Purfuit 
after 
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afrer them would argue. Being fome- 

what out of Humour, | turn’d her 

oft with this fhort Anfwer,that thofe 
Perfeétions fhe mention’d were now, 
and had been in al! Ages, much ad- 
mird, and are look’d upon as inclti- 

mable Jewels by Men of the grearcft 

Wifdom and Sagacity, provided 
thofe Qualifications were adorn'd 

with Vertue and Modefty ; bur fe 

parate from them they are of Hrrle 
Worth, and only foughr for by the 
unthinking Multitude. From this 
Lady Areturned back to my Srudy, 
and tain would have recolle&ted rhofe 
fine Idea’s I was forming inmy Mind, 
but could not do ir. Therefore { 
war obliged for that time with this 
Draught. Astwo Youths were fir- 
ting in a Theatre, reading a Play 
which was to be acted that Evening, 
they were mightily pleafed witha 
particular Paflige they met with 
therein, and were very merry upon 
the Subje&. A Stripling in the next 
Box lean’d over and ask'd ro fee the 
Part by which they were fo much 
diverted. who being fhewed ir, aad 
finding the Paragraph to be down- 
right Blafphemy, he rurn’d to his 
Mother, who fare by him, and whif- 
perdin her Ear. Madam (faid he) 
here isa Song again{t Providence. 
Does this fuit with my Chara@ter, 
and wil! this qualifie me for rhe Con. 
verfation of Gentlemen of Reputati- 
on? Give me your Thoughts I in. 
treat you asto this Point. The La. 
dy was {truck filent, and immediate- 
ly went out of the Theatre. I fol- 


lowed her, call’d to the Youth, and 
told him as we walk’d along, that 
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licentious Plays preferted on the 
Stage with Songs and Mufick, bla- 
zing Lamps, and Women drefsd in 
loofe Attire, foon corrupt the Hearr, 
and fer the Mind a wandering after 
Beauties which are meerly hdtitious ; 
but | would fhew him an Entertain- 
ment fuirable to his Genius. The 
Lady his Mother over-hearing our 
Difcourfe, accepted the Offer, and 
we went together tomy Houfe. At 
our Entrance into the great Parlour, 
I drew a Curtain, ped difplayed a 
Scene of the Heavens.the Moon,and 
the Stars. Theft immenfé Fire- works 
(faid I) are pencil’d out by an uncr- 
ring Hand, and there is not one Ble- 
mifh or Spot to be feen thercin., 
However, notwithftanding they ap- 
pear fo glorious, yct they are but as 
a Twilight compar’d to a bright 
Day, when the Sun, the great Lu- 
minary of the Firmament, looks out 
of the Cafement of the Eaft in arud- 
dy and clear Morning. The next 
Scene I prefented, was the Earth in 
the Spring of the Year,fhooting forth 
all irs Blofloms, and the Birds of rhe 
Air finging Variety of Tunes amidft 
the Branches. ‘Then Irderé¢d the 
Stage to be covered all over with 
Flowers befprinkléd with the Dew 
ofthe Morning, juft _peeping forth 
out of the Clofets of rheir Hoods, dif- 
playing their lovely Colours. After 
the Performance was over,I rook an 
Occafion té tell the Lady, thar this 
Was my ufual way of entertainin 
Viltrors, efpecially young ones ; aa 
thar had Iten Sons under my Tui- 
tion. I would infenfibly allure their 
Minds to Vertue, by fhewing them 
every 
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every Day fuch_Amufements, even 
in ft Aete Be different Scenes ; fince 
(in my Judgment) there is no better 
way toeficct itthan by bribing the 
Fancy, and ftrewing overthe rugged 
Paths of Life with a thoufand 
Charms. Atour parting fhe pro- 
miled me to follow this Rule, and 
train up her Sons by laying before 
them Emblems which thus recom- 
mend Temperance, Chaftiry and 
Sobriety. 








From my Library, December 12. 


*HO’ I addi& my felt wholly to 
Study, and make Retirement 

my chiefelt Recreation ,; yet ftill all 
my Care and Induftry is much dif- 
couraged ; for tothis Day they who 


offer up their Sacrifices to the God- 
defs of Envy, are very induftrious 
ro do me all the Mifchief they can. 
They fy like wandering Spirits in 
the Air, and tell every Image they 
mect with, lam making Intereft to 
be one of the poor Knights in /¥ind- 


for-Cafile ; neither do they f{Ccruple to 
affirm that Gentlemen more ingent- 
ous than my felf lay all my Schemes 
for me. Thus my Honour and Cha- 
racter, which I account more valua- 
ble than Gold, is raken away. How- 
ever I am of a forgiving Nature, 
and can bear all their Reflections 
well enough ; yet 1 look upon fuch 
Perfons as olding Poifonous Arrows 
in their Hands, which kill as foon as 
wound ; and peceive the Force with 
which they would fhoot their deadly 
thafrs tothe Center of the Mark they 


aim at. Thefe Votarics who thus 
pay homage to this Heathen Deiry, 
are of a Capricious Humour, and as 
fickle as the winding of the Cloud: 
deceiving all who adhere to them. | 
have heard a Story which may be 
very wellapplicd to the Humours 
and Adtions of (uch Perfons. One 
Day an old Monkey with hollow 
Eyes,lean Checks, and a Skin ftuft d 
with Malice, pofted up Bills ia ail 
the Crofs-ftreets of the Commor. 
wealth of Apes and Baboons,to give 
Notice that whoever defired to fee a 
fine Shew fhou!d come to acertain 
Place at fuch an Hour, and he would 
afford them good Sport. The, Day 
being come, every one makes hinv- 
felf ready, great and little Monkeys, 
Apes and Baboons refort from all 
Parts in Crowds to the appointed 
Place ; fuch a Concourfe was never 
feen before. Every one took his 
Place, and they {tay’d a great while 
with mighty Expeétation for the 
Farce-Player. At laft, after he had 
kept them at a Bay amarter of four 
or five Hours, he comes and gets up 
a Tree, which was to ferve him in- 
ftead of a Stage. He skips from 
Bough to Bough, comes, down,goes 
UP again, getsup to the top of the 
Tree, comes down again ; and laft- 
ly, after fo many turns he grins at 
one, fnears at anoiher, chatters at a 
third, with an Afpect as envious and 
malicious as Lucifer. Then he ftops 
and fhews his Backfide to the whole 
Affembly, on purpofe to ridicule 
thofe who put their Truft in the Pro- 
mifes of a treacherous Monkey. 


THE 





